
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



214 



THE BIBLICAL WORLD 



salvation; but the way which he recom- 
mended was that of personal experience 
rather than that of submission to ecclesias- 
tical authority. Troeltsch contends that 
the heart of Protestantism is to be found in 
this " new way " of achieving religious power. 
It is this " way " which may be followed even 
if we abandon Luther's conception of the 
goal. If we proclaim the gospel of the 
reality of God's strengthening presence to 
reinforce and enlighten the soul that looks 
to him in faith, we may define God in 
accordance with modern philosophy and 
may locate service to him in the social order 
rather than in the authoritative church; 



but we shall still be in vital relation to the 
spiritual movement which began with 
Luther, and which is not to end until the 
spirit of Christianity shall be freely adopted 
by the activities of this world. When that 
time comes, there will be no more need for 
an authoritative church; but there will be 
as widespread a demand for churches to 
proclaim the gospel of religious power as 
there now is for schools to propagate secular 
learning and to teach the technique of in- 
dustry. The foremost duty confronting 
Protestantism today is to understand the 
situation confronting us so as to concen- 
trate attention on the actual task before us. 



BOOK NOTICES 



The Historic Jesus— A Study of the Synoptic 
Gospels. By Charles Stanley Lester. New 
York: Putnam, 191 2. Pp. xi+426. $2.50. 

The author is interested primarily in the 
practical and doctrinal phases of this subject 
rather than in the critical and historical. By 
this we do not mean that he is unhistorical, but 
only that he approaches his study from the 
standpoint of Jesus' significance for religion. 
He wishes to present a picture of Jesus accept- 
able to one who holds a modern, scientific view 
of the world and of history. 

The book falls into two main sections. 
Among introductory matters, the sources, the 
chronology, Jewish belief in the Messiah, 
legends of birth, the descent of Jesus, and the 
leaven of the Pharisees are subjects of discussion. 
Next, on the basis of the Synoptic Gospels, the 
following subjects are treated: Jesus in Caper- 
naum, the period of wandering, Jesus on the 
way to Jerusalem, and the Passion. Finally 
the results and prospects are summed up, and 
references are given to literature on the subject. 

In his use of the sources the author has not 
done independent or original work. He seems 
to have followed the views of Wellhausen with- 
out subjecting them to any rigid criticism. For 
example, he dates the Logia source in 75 A.D., 
the Gospel of Mark in 67, Luke in 100, and 
Matthew in 120. These, to be sure, are not the 
specific dates of Wellhausen, but the order of 
arrangement is his. Moreover, in tracing out 
the story of Jesus' career, the sections in Well- 
hausen's commentaries seem to have supplied 
the author his outline. 

These, however, are not the most important 



matters in the book. The significance of the 
volume lies in its point of approach and the 
worth which it attaches to Jesus in the light of 
modern criticism. In a word, the author feels 
that the religion of Jesus, rather than the 
religion about Jesus, is the matter of prime 
importance. Accordingly he would define the 
Christian religion, not as a creed, a ritual, or a 
dogmatic system, but as a life which reproduces 
the ideals of Jesus' life and embodies the 
spiritual depth of Jesus' religious experience. 



Jesus the Christ, Historical or Mythical? 
By T. J. Thorburn. New York: Scribner, 
1012. Pp. xix+311. $2.50. 

This book is a criticism of and a protest 
against recent denials of the historicity of Jesus. 
The author discusses first the Jewish notions of 
the Messiah in the time of Jesus, and shows that 
the Jews expected a triumphant deliverer and 
ruler, and not a suffering and dying God. Next 
he examines the historical character and value of 
the Synoptic Gospels as a source of information 
about Jesus. Here he finds reliable historical 
materials which he thinks show Jesus to have 
been a historical personality of unique signifi- 
cance. The savings of Jesus recorded in the 
primitive sources of his teaching are found to be, 
in spiritual and ethical content, far superior to 
anything contained in the sources from which 
those who deny Jesus' historicity would draw 
this teaching. The author considers Jesus and 
Paul to have been in essential harmony; in spirit 
they were one. It is also felt that no correct 
interpretation of Paul can allow that he did not 



